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One summer day, Umingmak strolls along the tundra. She takes a
few steps, stops, and breathes in the warm air.

She bends down and munches on some moss and flowers growing on
and around the rocks.

Umingmak smiles. She loves slow summer days.
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“Umingmak!” a voice hollers from far off in the distance.

Umingmak’s head jerks up. She squints to see who is calling her name.

It is Umingmak’s friend Tuktu.
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“Hurry up, Umingmak!” Tuktu calls. “We are waiting for youl”

Umingmak’s head turns down. She feels bad for being late. Umingmak
likes to move slowly, and her friends move so fast! Umingmak runs to
catch up with her friends.
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Tuktu, Nanuq, Ukaliq, and Tiriganiaq are swimming in the sea.
Umingmak splashes into the water.

“Hi, Umingmak!” Ukaliq says. “We were just about to go back to the shore.”
“We have been playing in the water for a long timel” Nanuq adds.

“Oh, okay,” Umingmak says. She watches her friends swim to the shore.
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Umingmak swims around, but playing in the sea isn’t as fun without her
friends.

“Umingmak!” Tiriganiaq shouts from the shore. “We are going berry
picking. Want to come?”

“Sure!l” Umingmak yells back. “I’ll meet you therel”
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Umingmak swims toward the shore.

She notices Arctic char swimming by. Her eyes follow the fish
as they glide through the water.

Arctic char are fun to watch! Umingmak thinks.

Eventually, Umingmak makes it to the shore.
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Umingmak frowns. She knows she is late—again!

She walks toward the berry patch. —
A butterfly flutters by.

Where is the butterfly going? Umingmak wonders.

She follows the butterfly up a big hill, down the big hill,
and over a stream.
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The butterfly leads Umingmak to a patch of beautiful flowers.
Umingmak stops and watches the flowers sway in the summer breeze.
She picks up a flower, holds it to her nose, and smells it.

I should pick some flowers for my friends! Umingmak thinks.
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Suddenly, Umingmak remembers. She is supposed to meet her
friends at the berry patchl
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Now Umingmak is very, very late.

She drops the flower and runs to the berry patch.
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When Umingmak arrives at the berry patch, her friends do not look

happy!

“Where have you been, Umingmak?” Nanuq asks.

“We were worried!” Tiriganiaq adds. :
Umingmak frowns. “l didn’t mean to make you wait. | got .
distracted. | was watching a fish, and | followed a butterfly to

some beautiful flowers,” she says.
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“We miss you, Umingmak!” Tuktu says.
“You always arrive late, after all the fun is over,” Tiriganiaq adds.

“l know,” Umingmak says. “l want to play with all of you, but you
move so fast. It’s hard for me to keep up.”

The five friends see they
have a problem.
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“How can we fix this?” Nanuq asks. “We all want to play together.
Umingmak, you like to move slowly, and the rest of us like to
move quickly.”

The friends are quiet for a minute.

How can they be fair and make everybody happy?
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Tiriganiaq has an idea. “What if we stay together? Sometimes we
can move quickly, and other times we can move slowly.”

Tuktu smiles. “That is a good idea, Tiriganiaq!”

“That sounds fairl” says Ukaliq.
“What do you think, Nanuq and Umingmak?” Tiriganiaq asks.
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“l like the ideal” Nanuq says.
“Yesl” says Umingmak. “Let’s give it a try and see how it works.”
“Do we all agree?” Tiriganiaq asks.

“Yesl” the other four friends answer together.
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The next day, the friends try out their idea.

In the morning, they play tag on the tundra. They move quickly
over the rocks and moss.
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In the afternoon, they slow down. Umingmak brings her friends to

pick flowers. They move slowly, bending down to pick blooms and
smell the flowers.
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At the end of the day, the friends talk together.

Ukaliq says, “l see why you like moving slowly, Umingmak. | like
taking the time to see what is around me.”

Nanugq, Tuktu, and Tiriganiaq agree. Moving slowly can be fun!

Umingmak smiles. She is happy her friends tried out moving slowly
for her.
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“I had fun moving quickly too,” Umingmak says.

“That’s good,” Tuktu says, as he taps Umingmak playfully.
“Because you’re it!”

The friends begin another game of tag. Tuktu, Ukaliq, Tiriganiaq,
and Nanuq dash off.

Umingmak laughs and chases her friends across the tundra.







AP CLE ha YD bs>C A o*Jdny > o Ca Baobbr.

DSbLsbNP PN oCbe, bIvPeRS 5N A C*JASASdHNE Pobb® Lctod

AP CLAS dD5oM¢. oCebe SbPALNAc®<C Pa®bsre, d>bcClo® 4D5HN®
AlTa® DobbP®a’sad>C oCbe ber PN CPIaio s Allo® PatbcbioNe
ASCCCJASONe Ao oo,

oPAPLJAC AP c CLSa b, D2*L APLLSPPA*ILSHNC inhabiteducationbooks.com.

Puppets have been created for each of the characters in this story.

As you read this story with children, encourage them to act out the story
using the puppets. Once children are familiar with the story, they can use
the puppets to retell the main storyline independently. Children can also

be encouraged to make up their own stories about the puppet characters.

To purchase the puppets, visit inhabiteducationbooks.com.
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Inuktitut for “caribou”

pronounced

TOOK-tu
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Inuktitut for “Arctic hare” Inuktitut for “Arctic fox”

pronounced pronounced
U-kah-liq ti-ri-GA-ni-aq
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NANUQ UMINGMAK

Inuktitut for “polar bear” Inuktitut for “muskox”
pronounced pronounced
NA-nuq u-MING-mak
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Umingmak likes to move slowly, taking in her beautiful surroundings.
But her friends like to move quickly. She can’t keep up with them!

See how Umingmak and her friends work together to solve their problem.
Will they be able to come up with a solution that everyone is happy with?
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