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Nanuq watches her friends play out on the tundra:
Tuktu chases after his brother and sister.
Umingmak picks flowers with her sister.

Ukaliq tries to jump over his big brother.
Tiriganiaq and his sisters make patterns with rocks.

Nanuq wishes she had someone special to play with.
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One day, Nanuq hears her anaana call, “Panik, come here
Nanugq runs to her anaana and ataata. o
“We have something to tell you,” Ataata says.

“We are having a baby! You are going to be a big sister, Nanugq,”
Anaana says.

“What?” Nanuq says. “Are you sure?”

Her parents raise their eyebrows in agreement. They are both smiling.
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Nanugq is excited. She runs to tell her friends.

“Guess what?!” Nanuq exclaims. “It is finally happening!
| am going to have a little brother or sister!”

Nanug’s friends are happy for her.
Tuktu leaps to hug her.

Umingmak gives her a high five.
Ukaliq hops up and down.

Tiriganiaq does a cartwheel.
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It is almost time for the baby to arrive.
One day, Nanuq is out building an iglu with her friends.

She hears Ataata calling for her. “Nanuq, come quicklyl”

Nanuq dashes home.
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Nanugq holds Paulusi. She rocks him back and forth.

Paulusi starts to cry.

Nanuq plays peekaboo with Paulusi, but Paulusi cries harder.
Nanugq sings to Paulusi, but Paulusi cries even harder.

Ataata takes Paulusi. “That’s okay, Nanug. Paulusi is tired.
He needs to sleep.”
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Over the next few weeks, Anaana and Ataata are very
busy taking care of Paulusi.

Nanuq tries to help, but she gets in the way.

Nanuq is not sure she likes being a big sister.
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Nanuq goes out and finds her friends.

Her friends notice that something is wrong.
“What’s the matter, Nanug?” Umingmak asks.
“You look sad,” says Tuktu.

Nanugq begins to cry.

Ukaliq hugs Nanugq.
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Nanugq tells her friends how she feels.

She tells her friends she is lonely.

She tells them she misses her anaana and her ataata.
She tells them Paulusi cries all the time.

“Did | do something wrong?” Nanuq asks her friends.
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Nanugq’s friends understand how she feels.

“Don’t worry, Nanug. | felt the same way when my little sisters
were born,” Tiriganiaq says.

“Me tool” says Umingmak. “It was hard sharing my parents
with someone new.” —

Nanugq is surprised. She didn’t know that her friends felt this way!
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“It will get easier,” Tuktu says. “When Paulusi is a little older, you
will have fun together.”
“Maybe you should tell your parents how you feel,” Ukaliq says.

Nanuq agrees. She will tell her parents.
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Nanuqg goes home to her den. Paulusi is sleeping.
“Anaana, Ataata, can | tell you something?” Nanuq asks.
“Of course, panik!” Ataata says.

Anaana and Ataata sit with Nanuq. They are ready to listen.

“I’ve been feeling a bit lonely,” Nanuq begins. “You are both
so busy with Paulusi. You don’t seem to have time for me.
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Paulusi’s eyes peek open. He looks up at Nanug, smiles,
and reaches for her.

Nanugq picks up her little brother, sings a song for him,
and dances around the den with Paulusi in her arms.

Paulusi giggles, and Nanug beams.
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Act out the story!
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Puppets have been created for each of the characters in this story.

As you read this story with children, encourage them to act out the story
using the puppets. Once children are familiar with the story, they can use
the puppets to retell the main storyline independently. Children can also

be encouraged to make up their own stories about the puppet characters.

To purchase the puppets, visit inhabiteducationbooks.com.
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Inuktitut for “caribou”

pronounced

TOOK-tu
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Inuktitut for “Arctic hare” Inuktitut for “Arctic fox”

pronounced pronounced
U-kah-liq ti-ri-GA-ni-aq
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Inuktitut for “polar bear” Inuktitut for “muskox”
pronounced pronounced
NA-nuq u-MING-mak
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Inuktitut Glossary

Notes on Inuktitut pronunciation: There are some sounds in Inuktitut that may be unfamiliar to English
speakers. The pronunciations below convey those sounds in the following ways:
A double vowel (for example, aa, ee) creates a long vowel sound.
+  Capitalized letters indicate the emphasis.

* qis a “uvular” sound, which is a sound that comes from the very back of the throat (the uvula).
This is different from the k sound, which is the same as the typical English k sound.

For more Inuktitut and Inuinnagtun pronunciation resources, please visit inhabiteducation.com/inuitnipingit.

anaand
-NAA-na mother

ataata
a-TAA-ta Father

. a kiss given by placing
kun!k one’s nose on d person’s
(KU-nik) face and breathing in /

g,?_‘:iikl)‘ daughter
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Nanugq is so excited when she finds out she is going to be a big sister! She thinks
about all the fun things she will do with her new sibling. But when her baby
brother is born, he cries all the time. Her parents are so busy with the baby, they
don’t have time for her anymore. Nanuq feels lonely. Is this really what being a big
sister is like? See how Nanugq’s friends help her understand that there are good
things about being a big sister, too.
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