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The sun rises early on the Arctic tundra.

Tuktu lies surrounded by his herd. He opens his eyes. He knows it is early,
but he can’t sleep anymore. He is too excited.

Today is his first birthday!
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Tuktu stretches and looks around at his herd. They sleep soundly. Tuktu nudges his
brother, who lies beside him.

His brother opens one eye and groans. “Go back to bed, Tuktul It’s too early.”

Tuktu feels sad. Doesn’t his brother remember that today is Tuktu’s special day?
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Tuktu decides to visit his friend Ukaliq. Ukaliq will be up! He always
gets up early.

Tuktu runs toward Ukalig’s home. He likes the way the wet moss
squishes under his hooves. He laughs at the funny sounds it makes.

What kind of birthday surprise will Ukaliq have for me? Tuktu wonders.
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Tuktu arrives at Ukalig’s home. “Hey, Ukaliq,” Tuktu calls,
looking around. There is no answer.

Tuktu tries again. “Ukaliq?” Still, there is no answer.

Tuktu turns to leave, but then he sees Ukaliq hopping toward him.

“Ukaliq!” Tuktu calls. A smile stretches across his face.
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Ukaliq is surprised to see Tuktu.
“Oh, hi, Tuktu. What are you doing here?” Ukaliq says.

“l am here to visit you!l Do you want to play
hide-and-seek?” Tuktu asks.

“Oh, I’m sorry, Tuktu. But I’m just so busy today.
Can you come back another day?”
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Tuktu’s head drops as he turns to leave. Ukaliq is too busy to play.
Did he forget that today is Tuktu’s birthday?

Tuktu remembers his friend Tiriganiaq lives close by. He decides to

visit him. Maybe Tiriganiaqg will want to play. Maybe he will have a
birthday surprise for Tuktu!
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Tuktu runs over to Tiriganiaq’s den.
“Tiriganiag?” Tuktu calls into the den.

Tiriganiaq pops his head out. “Hi there, Tuktu. I’m
afraid now is not a good time. I’m in the middle
of something. Can you come back later?”

Tuktu’s face falls. “Oh, okay.”

Tiriganiag ducks back into his den.
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Tuktu plops to the ground. This is not the birthday he had
hoped for. Will anyone remember that today is his special day?
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Tuktu sees his friend Nanuq off in the distance. Nanuq stands

on the open tundra. She sways back and forth, twirls around,
and moves her paws gracefully.

What is Nanuq doing? Tuktu wonders. Is she...dancing?
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Tuktu runs to find out. :
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“Nanuq!” Tuktu calls.

Surprise spreads over Nanuq’s face. “Tuktul What are you
doing here? | did not expect to see youl” she says.

“l am looking for someone to play with me,” Tuktu says.
“Are you dancing? Can | dance with you?”

“Oh, well, | was actually just about to leave, Tuktu.
| have somewhere | need to be soon. Sorryl”

Nanuq dashes off.
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Tuktu’s lip quivers. His friends do not have time for him.
They all forgot his birthday!
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Tuktu hears a voice calling his name.

“Tuktul Hey, Tuktul”

Tuktu turns and sees Umingmak walking toward him.
“Are you okay, Tuktu?” Umingmak asks.

“No, | am not!” Tuktu cries.
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“Tuktu, tell me why you are upset,” Umingmak says calmly.
Tuktu takes a deep breath.

“Today is my birthday, and nobody remembered!”

Umingmak looks at Tuktu with a smile. “Tuktu, come with me. | want
to show you something. | think you will feel much better.”
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Tuktu follows Umingmak. They walk up a big hill. When they reach the

top, Tuktu looks down. He sees his herd and all his friends. They yell,
“Surprise, Tuktul Happy Birthday!”

Tuktu is surprised!
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Tuktu walks down the hill with Umingmak. Tuktu’s friends all have something for him.

Ukaliq gives Tuktu a special lichen treat.

Tiriganiaq puts a birthday crown made of saxifrage on Tuktu’s head.

Nanuq does a birthday dance for Tuktu.

Umingmak sings Tuktu a birthday song.
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Tuktu beams. His friends didn’t forget his birthday. They were busy planning
a special surprise for him! Tuktu feels lucky to have such good friends.

This is a birthday that Tuktu will never forget!
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Puppets have been created for each of the characters in this story.

As you read this story with children, encourage them to act out the story
using the puppets. Once children are familiar with the story, they can use
the puppets to retell the main storyline independently. Children can also

be encouraged to make up their own stories about the puppet characters.

To purchase the puppets, visit inhabiteducationbooks.com.
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Notes on Inuktitut

pronunciation 3 b 3

There are some sounds in Inuktitut that

may be unfamiliar to English speakers. K

The pronunciations provided here convey T u T
those sounds in the following ways:

* A double vowel (for example, aa, ee) Inuktitut for “caribou”

creates along vowel sound.
Capitalized letters indicate th pronounced
apitalized letters indicate the TOOK-too

emphasis.

* qisa “uvular” sound, which is a sound
that comes from the very back of the
throat (the uvula). This is different
from the k sound, which is the same as
the typical English k sound.

* Risarolled “r” sound.
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Inuktitut for “Arctic hare” Inuktitut for “Arctic fox”

pronounced pronounced
00-kah-liq ti-ri-GA-ni-agq
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NANUQ UMINGMAK

Inuktitut for “polar bear” Inuktitut for “muskox”
pronounced pronounced
NA-nuq u-MING-mak

\ vy
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Tuktu is so excited for his first birthday:
Be can’t wait to see what everyone has planned ;cor- hi
im

when all his friends say they are too busy to pla
Will anyone remember that today

0 PaYs Tukbuis upset,
is his specig] day?
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