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One winter  morning,  Tuktu wakes up early.  He leaves 
his  herd and goes for  a  walk .  He loves the smell  of  the 
fresh morning air  and the feel  of  the snow crunching 
under his  hooves .

Tuktu walks and walks . 

He watches the snow buntings f ly  above him.  He sees 
the lemmings burrow deep in the snow.
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Tuktu is  ready to go back to his  herd,  but he has forgot ten 
where they are!

Tuktu looks around.  He wonders ,  “ W h e re  a re  th e y? ”

“ H e l l o? ”  he cal ls  out .  There is  no answer.

“ I s  a n y o n e  o u t  th e re? ”  he yel ls .  There is  no reply.

Tuktu is  lost  and alone.  He has never been on his  own before. 
What is  he to do?
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Tuktu walks on for  a  long t ime.  He sees something white 
jumping through the snow.

“ H e l l o? ”  Tuktu cal ls  out .

An Arctic  hare pops out from behind a rock .  “ H e l l o, 
y o u r s e l f ! ”

Tuktu’s  lower l ip  quivers .  “ M y  n a m e  i s  Tu ktu .  I  a m 
l o st .  H a ve  y o u  s e e n  m y  h e rd ? ”

“ I ’m  U k a l i q ,”  the hare repl ies .  “ I  h a ve n’t  s e e n  y o u r 
h e rd .  B u t  I  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  l o o k  fo r  th e m ! ”



Ukal iq points down at  Tuktu’s  footprints .

“ Lo o k ,  Tu ktu ! ”  Ukal iq says .  “ Yo u  m a ke  fu n n y 
fo ot p r i nts  i n  th e  s n ow !  Let ’s  s e e  if  we  c a n 
f i n d  m o re  c a r i b o u  fo ot p r i nts .  T h a t  co u l d  l e a d 
u s  to  y o u r  h e rd ! ” 

Ukal iq teaches Tuktu to use his  eyes to look for  tracks 
in  the snow. 

“ I  th i n k  I  s e e  s o m eth i n g ! ”  Tuktu exclaims.  He 
points down at  some faint  tracks .

Ukal iq studies the tracks and says ,  “T h e y  l o o k  l i ke 
c a r i b o u  tr a c ks .  Let ’s  fo l l ow  th e m  a n d  s e e 
w h e re  th e y  g o ! ”
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Tuktu and Ukal iq fol low the tracks ,  but wind begins to 
blow and the tracks disappear.

“O h ,  n o ! ”  Tuktu cr ies .  “ W h a t  w i l l  we  d o  n ow? ”

Tuktu and Ukal iq notice an Arctic  fox,  curled up in his  den.

“ H e l l o ! ”  Ukal iq cal ls  to the fox .  “ S o r r y  to  b oth e r  y o u . 
M y  n a m e  i s  U k a l i q ,  a n d  th i s  i s  Tu ktu .  Tu ktu  
h a s  l o st  h i s  h e rd .  H a ve  y o u  s e e n  a  b i g  g ro u p  of 
c a r i b o u  w a l k i n g  th i s  w a y? ”

The Arctic  fox yawns,  stretches ,  and stands up. 

“ I ’m T i r i g a n i a q ,”  he says .  “ I ’m  s o rry .  I  h ave n’t  s ee n 
a n y  c a r i b o u .  B u t  I  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  l o o k  fo r  th e m ! ”
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“ Let ’s  sto p  m ovi n g  a n d  b e  ve r y  q u i et .  I f  we  l i ste n 
c a refu l l y ,  we  m i g ht  b e  a b l e  to  h e a r  th e  h e rd ,” 
Tir iganiaq explains .

T ir iganiaq teaches Tuktu and Ukal iq to use their  ears  to l isten 
for  sounds of f  in  the distance.

“ I  th i n k  I  h e a r  s o m eth i n g ! ”  Tuktu cr ies .  “ I t ’s  co m i n g 
fro m  ove r  th a t  h i l l ! ”

Ukal iq and T ir iganiaq l isten careful ly.

“ Yo u  a re  r i g ht ,  Tu ktu ! ”  Tir iganiaq says .  “T h e re  a re 
c a r i b o u  ove r  th e re .  Let ’s  h e a d  i n  th a t  d i re c t i o n ! ”
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Tuktu,  Ukal iq ,  and T ir iganiaq walk over the hi l l ,  fol lowing the 
sounds of  the car ibou. 

When they get to the bot tom of the hi l l ,  the sounds of  the herd 
begin to fade. 

“ I  d o n’t  h e a r  th e m  a n y m o re ! ”  Tuktu says ,  worr ied.  “ D i d 
we  l o s e  th e m?  W h a t  w i l l  we  d o  n ow? ”

Tuktu stops ,  s its  down on the snow, and star ts  to cr y.  “ I ’ l l 
n eve r  s e e  m y  fr i e n d s  a g a i n ! ”

Ukal iq and T ir iganiaq are worr ied for  Tuktu.
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Tuktu,  Ukal iq ,  and T ir iganiaq notice a  large polar  bear  in  the 
distance,  looking directly  at  them.

“ H e l l o ! ”  Tuktu cal ls  out .  “Ca n  y o u  h e l p  u s? ”

The polar  bear  lumbers over.  “ W h a t  s e e m s  to  b e  th e 
tro u b l e? ”  she says .

“ M y  n a m e  i s  Tu ktu .  T h e s e  a re  m y  fr i e n d s  U k a l i q  a n d 
T i r i g a n i a q .  I  h a ve  l o st  m y  h e rd .  We  a re  l o o ki n g  fo r 
th e m .  H a ve  y o u  s e e n  a n y  c a r i b o u  a ro u n d ? ”

“ I ’m  N a n u q ,”  the polar  bear  says .  “ I  h a ve n’t  s e e n  a n y 
c a r i b o u .  B u t  I  c a n  h e l p  y o u  l o o k  fo r  th e m ! ”
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“ I  u s e  m y  n o s e  to  f i n d  s m e l l s  I  re co g n i z e .  D o 
y o u  re m e m b e r  w h a t  y o u r  h e rd  s m e l l s  l i ke? ” 
Nanuq asks Tuktu.

Tuktu thinks careful ly.  He does remember what his  herd 
smells  l ike!  

Tuktu,  Ukal iq ,  T ir iganiaq,  and Nanuq smell  the air  and 
the ground around them.

“ I  th i n k  I  s m e l l  m y  h e rd ! ”  Tuktu shouts .

Nanuq snif fs  the spot Tuktu found.  “ Ye s ,  I  th i n k  y o u 
a re  r i g ht .  T h a t  d o e s  s m e l l  l i ke  c a r i b o u .  Let ’s 
fo l l ow  th a t  s m e l l ! ”
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Tuktu,  Ukal iq ,  T ir iganiaq,  and Nanuq fol low the smell 
over  the hi l l . 

“T h e  s m e l l  i s  g ett i n g  stro n g e r ! ”  Tuktu cal ls  out . 
The four fr iends pick up their  pace.

“ H m m ,  I ’m  n ot  s u re  if  th a t  i s  th e  s m e l l  of 
c a r i b o u  a fte r  a l l .  I t  m i g ht  b e . . .”  Nanuq says .

Before Nanuq is  able to f inish his  sentence,  the group 
runs straight into. . . 
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. . .a  huge muskox!

“ H e l l o  th e re !  W h a t  a re  y o u  a l l  d o i n g  to g eth e r? ” 
the muskox asks .

“ H e l l o !  M y  n a m e  i s  Tu ktu ,”  Tuktu says .  “T h e s e  a re 
m y  n ew  fr i e n d s ,  U k a l i q ,  T i r i g a n i a q ,  a n d  N a n u q . 
I  h a ve  l o st  m y  h e rd .  We  a re  l o o ki n g  fo r  th e m . 
H a ve  y o u  s e e n  a n y  c a r i b o u  a ro u n d ? ”

“ I  a m  U m i n g m a k ,”  the muskox says .  “ I  h a ve  n ot 
s e e n  a n y  c a r i b o u  a ro u n d  h e re .  B u t  I  w i l l  h e l p 
y o u  l o o k  fo r  th e m ! ”
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“ We  h a ve  b e e n  l o o ki n g  a l l  d a y !  I  d o n’t  kn ow  if  we 
a re  g o i n g  to  b e  a b l e  to  f i n d  m y  h e rd ! ”  Tuktu says .

Umingmak looks at  Tuktu,  Ukal iq ,  T ir iganiaq,  and Nanuq.  She 
says ,  “ W h e n  I  n e e d  to  d o  s o m eth i n g  d iff i c u l t ,  I  f i n d 
th a t  it  i s  i m p o r ta nt  to  sta y  c a l m  a n d  n ot  g ive  u p .”

Tuktu closes his  eyes and takes a  deep breath.  He real izes that 
he is  surrounded by new fr iends ,  and they have al l  taught him 
helpful  lessons .

Tuktu takes another big breath.  “ Fo l l ow  m e ! ”  he cal ls  to his 
new fr iends .
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Tuktu,  Ukal iq ,  T ir iganiaq,  Nanuq,  and Umingmak keep walking. 
Tuktu notices some new footprints!

“ Lo o k  a t  th o s e  m a r ks  i n  th e  s n ow !  T h e y  a re  c a r i b o u 
fo ot p r i nts ! ”  Tuktu says to his  new fr iends .

“Tu ktu ,  y o u  s h o u l d  s m e l l  th e  tr a c ks  to  s e e  if  th e y 
s m e l l  l i ke  y o u r  h e rd ,”  Nanuq suggests .

Tuktu smells  the footprints .  “T h e y  d o  s m e l l  fa m i l i a r !  
I  th i n k  th i s  i s  m y  h e rd ! ”  Tuktu says excitedly.

27



“ N ow  l et ’s  sta y  ve r y  st i l l  a n d  l i ste n  c a refu l l y ,” 
Tuktu whispers .

In the distance,  Tuktu,  Ukal iq ,  T ir iganiaq,  Nanuq,  and 
Umingmak can hear the sounds of  car ibou cal l ing to 
each other.

“ D o  y o u  h e a r  th a t? ”  Tuktu exclaims .  “ I  th i n k  
m y  h e rd  i s  c l o s e  b y ! ”

Tuktu,  Ukal iq ,  T ir iganiaq,  Nanuq,  and Umingmak move 
quickly  toward the sound.

They see something of f  in  the distance.  Could it  be 
Tuktu’s  herd? 

They look closer.  It  is ! 
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Tuktu turns to his  new fr iends . 

“ U k a l i q ,  th a n k  y o u  fo r  te a c h i n g  m e  to  u s e 
m y  e y e s  to  l o o k  fo r  tr a c ks  i n  th e  s n ow. 

T i r i g a n i a q ,  th a n k  y o u  fo r  te a c h i n g  m e  to 
u s e  m y  e a r s  to  l i ste n  fo r  m y  h e rd . 

N a n u q ,  th a n k  y o u  fo r  te a c h i n g  m e  to  u s e 
m y  n o s e  to  s m e l l  fo r  th e  s ce nt  of  m y  h e rd . 

U m i n g m a k ,  th a n k  y o u  fo r  te a c h i n g  m e  to 
n eve r  g ive  u p .

With o u t  th e  fo u r  of  y o u ,  I  n eve r  wo u l d 
h a ve  fo u n d  m y  h e rd ! ”



Tuktu takes one more look at  his  new fr iends .  He gives 
them a smile,  turns ,  and runs toward his  herd.

Tuktu knows he is  a  lucky car ibou.  He has found his  herd, 
and he has four new fr iends!



33



Pu ppets have been created for each of the characters 
in this story . 

As you read this story with chi ldren, encourage them 
to act out the story u s ing the pu ppets .  Once chi ldren 
are fami l iar with the story, they can u se the pu ppets 
to retel l  the m ain story l ine independently .  Chi ldren can 
a lso be encouraged to m ake u p their own stories about 
the pu ppet characters . 
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Inuktitut for “caribou” Inuktitut for “Arctic hare” 
pronou nced  

oo-kah-leek
pronou nced  

took-too
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Inuktitut for “pol ar bear” 
pronou nced  

tee-ree-g ah-nee-ack
pronou nced

nah-nook

Inuktitut for “Arctic fox”
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Inuktitut for “mu skox” 
pronou nced  

oo-ming-m ack
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Tuktu is lost! He wandered away from his herd  
and can’t find his way back. What will he do? 

Follow along as Tuktu searches the tundra and meets  
new friends who all have something to teach him. Will  

his new friends be able to help him find his herd? 
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